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Military inspired Sharperson  

Thirty -nine years ago this month, Carl 
Sharperson sat in an office at northern Vir-
�J�L�Q�L�D�¶�V���6�S�R�W�V�\�O�Y�D�Q�L�D���+�L�J�K���6�F�K�R�R�O�����Z�D�L�W�L�Q�J��
along with two football teammates to meet 
with a college recruiter.  

Shortly after a recruiter for the U.S. Naval 
Academy came into the room, the two 
teammates walked out. Like many young 
men of the Vietnam era, they had no inter-
est in the military.  

At 17, Sharperson says he made one of the 
smartest decisions of his life: He stayed to 
hear what the Naval Academy representa-
tive had to offer. He later discussed the 
matter with his father, a U.S. Marine Corps 
veteran who had served during World War 
II.  

�³�'�D�G���W�K�R�X�J�K�W���L�W���Z�D�V���D���J�U�H�D�W���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�\���´��
says Sharperson, a solid two -sport athlete 
in high school who wanted to attend college 
but lacked the funds.  

Carl Sharperson Sr. was proven correct on 
that assessment many times before he died 
in 2008. His son spent one year at the Ma-
rine Military Academy in Harlingen, Texas, 
where he graduated No. 1 in his class. Then 
he played football as a reserve wide re-
ceiver while earning a degree in engineer-
ing at the famed Naval Academy in Anna-

polis, Md.  

Sharperson, 56, used the degree and the 
Annapolis experience as a springboard to a 
career in the U.S. Marine Corps and even-
tually the corporate world.  

�³�,���O�H�D�U�Q�H�G���V�R���P�D�Q�\���V�N�L�O�O�V���\�R�X���Z�R�X�O�G�Q�¶�W���J�H�W��
�D�W���R�W�K�H�U���S�O�D�F�H�V���´���V�D�\�V���6�K�D�U�S�H�U�V�R�Q�����Q�R�Z���Y�L�F�H��
president of the Kidder Group, an executive 
�U�H�F�U�X�L�W�L�Q�J���I�L�U�P�����³�<�R�X���J�H�W���W�K�H���F�K�D�Q�F�H���W�R���O�H�D�G��
�Z�K�L�O�H���\�R�X�¶�U�H���V�W�L�O�O���\�R�X�Q�J�����W�K�D�W���K�H�O�S�V���\�R�X���L�Q��
�D�Q�\���I�L�H�O�G���´ 

Sharperson graduated from Annapolis in 
1976 and spent the next 5½ years in the 
�0�D�U�L�Q�H�V�����H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J���D���S�L�O�R�W�¶�V���O�L�F�H�Q�V�H���Z�K�L�O�H���D�W��
tending flight school in Pensacola, Fla. He 
spent time in France, Italy, Greece, Egypt 
and Africa during his Marine Corps experi-
ence.  

�³�<�R�X���U�H�D�O�L�]�H���W�K�H�U�H���L�V���Q�R���S�O�D�F�H���O�L�N�H���W�K�H��
United States. In other countries, you get a 
much greater appreciation for how blessed 
�Z�H���D�U�H���W�R���E�H���O�L�Y�L�Q�J���K�H�U�H���´ 

Sharperson left the military in 1982 and 
spent the next 17 years in senior sales and 
operational positions with Procter & Gam-
ble, Frito Lay, and Colgate Palmolive. While 
working with Procter & Gamble in Albany, 
Ga., he was diagnosed with a brain tumor 

and underwent surgery with no complica-
tions.  

He and wife Jacquelin came to Greenville in 
1999, when Dunlop offered him the position 
of vice president of manufacturing.  

�³�,���K�D�G���Q�R���L�Q�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q���R�I���P�R�Y�L�Q�J���W�R���6�R�X�W�K��
�&�D�U�R�O�L�Q�D���´���V�D�\�V���6�K�D�U�S�H�U�V�R�Q�����D���J�R�O�I�L�Q�J���H�Q��
thusiast who wanted to be on the East 
Coast to be closer to his parents and his in -
�O�D�Z�V�����³�E�X�W���W�K�H���M�R�E���G�H�V�F�U�L�S�W�L�R�Q���Z�D�V���M�X�V�W���Z�K�D�W��
�,���Z�D�V���O�R�R�N�L�Q�J���I�R�U���´ 

One year later, Sharperson found an even 
better fit for his diverse background: career 
coaching.  

�³�,���O�R�R�N�H�G���D�W���Z�K�D�W���,���Z�D�V���J�R�R�G���D�W�����Z�K�L�F�K���Z�D�V��
leading people and developing people. 
�7�K�D�W�¶�V���H�[�H�F�X�W�L�Y�H���F�R�D�F�K�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���W�H�D�P-
�E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���´���V�D�\�V���6�K�D�U�S�H�U�V�R�Q�����Z�K�R���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q��
�L�Q���W�K�H���I�L�H�O�G���H�Y�H�U���V�L�Q�F�H�����³�$���O�R�W���R�I���Z�K�D�W���,���G�R��
�F�R�P�H�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�L�Q�J�V���,�¶�Y�H���O�H�D�U�Q�H�G���L�Q���V�S�R�U�W�V�����L�Q��
�W�K�H���P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\�����D�Q�G���L�Q���W�K�H���F�R�U�S�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V���,�¶�Y�H��
�Z�R�U�N�H�G���I�R�U���´ 

In his spare time, Sharperson also works on 
several community and church initiatives, 
often working with youth. He is a counselor 
with the Frazee Dream Center, an after -
school ministry for children in a low - income 
neighborhood.  

He also travels nationally as a motivational 
speaker for the Navy's Speaking Bureau, 
asking students to investigate the military 
training option to advance their careers. He 
has published several articles on career 
transition based on his own experiences.  

�³�,�¶�Y�H���R�I�W�H�Q���W�K�R�X�J�K�W���D�E�R�X�W���Z�K�D�W���,�¶�G���K�D�Y�H��
�G�R�Q�H���L�I���,���K�D�G�Q�¶�W���W�D�N�H�Q���W�K�D�W���P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���R�S�S�R�U�W�X��
�Q�L�W�\���´���6�K�D�U�S�H�U�V�R�Q���V�D�\�V�����³�D�Q�G���,���U�H�D�O�O�\���G�R�Q�¶�W��
know the answer. I know that it gave me 
structure and leadership, and I think all 
�\�R�X�Q�J���S�H�R�S�O�H���Q�H�H�G���W�K�R�V�H���W�K�L�Q�J�V���´ 

City People writer Abe Hardesty can be 
reached at 864 -298 -4202.  
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PROFILE  

�‡���1�D�P�H�����&�D�U�O���6�K�D�U�S�H�U�V�R�Q���-�U�� 
�‡���)�D�P�L�O�\�����:�L�I�H���-�D�F�T�X�H�O�L�Q�����V�R�Q���&�D�U�O�����D�Q���H�Q�J�L��
neering major at Savannah State Univer-
sity; daughter Casey, a marketing major at 
Claflin University.  
�‡���(�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�����8���6�����1�D�Y�D�O���$�F�D�G�H�P�\�����8���6�����0�D��
rine Corps  
�‡���+�R�E�E�L�H�V�����J�R�O�I 

By Abe Hardesty 

City People writer  


